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Letter from the editorial board
The Insurgent is back at last, comrades- did you miss us? We missed you! A lot has 
happened this summer, both in the community at large and within our own community 
here at the Student Insurgent. It’s time we check back in and discuss our progress 
since the April and May issues, in light of months of work that drastically altered the 
publication’s functioning for the better. 

As promised, a new editorial board has been fully instated, consisting of eight editorial 
members and one ombuds position to guarantee well-facilitated meetings and just 
decision making. The editorial board positions were determined back in May/June of 
this year with a group vote. These positions will be elected yearly, and elected members 
can be recalled at any point if group consensus decides that an individual is unfit to 
represent the Insurgent.

The team we have assembled fills me with great pride and hope that our paper will 
persevere past the problems that plagued us in years prior. With the new editorial board, 
consisting of an amazing art editor, a committed creative writing editor, a capable 
copy editor, a gnarly news and photo editor, an outstanding outreach coordinator, a 
passionate prison project liaison, a pretty cool production editor (hi, that’s me writing 
this part -J. Ellis), and a wicked technomancer, we have collectively crafted a new 
system of production for each issue.

Instead of a model where power inevitably accumulates at the top of the collective, we 
have designed a new production model that ensures thorough and accurate reporting, 
thoughtful takes, and the badass content we are known for. Each editor will represent 
their respective committees - these committees will consist of designated roles 
and responsibilities that foster cohesion and collaboration across the many facets 
of the paper, encouraging all modes of participation for interested contributors of all 
capabilities and capacities. We’ve made style guides, submission guidelines, and codes 
of conduct for all of the committees that will be made public, in order to strengthen 
the organization, delegation, and transparency of operations in the collective. Our goal 
is to ensure that anyone involved in the Insurgent can become empowered to take on 
leadership roles that constitute strong, well-organized activist networks.

Going forward, we promise to:
• Avoid alienating our readers and potential contributors
• Explore issues that concern the greater campus community
• Incorporate the voice of the radical community in our publications
• Provide informative political content and powerful creative works
• Publish content to our newspaper, website, and social media in a timely manner
• Reject all harmful content from publication, especially racist, sexist, or 

queerphobic content
• Represent the diversity of opinions, including contrasting or conflicting opinions, 

that are present in our community



Summery
Outrage over the federal overturning of Roe V. Wade 
in early summer of 2022 peaked on the night of June 
24th. Following the official Supreme Court decision 
declared the same morning, there was a day of 
civil unrest at Eugene’s Federal Courthouse where 
thousands of residents took to the streets to defend 
reproductive autonomy. Protestors gathered in the 
company of career politicians, non-profits such 
as Planned Parenthood, as well as the inevitable 
presence of pro-life counterprotestors. As night fell 
over the town, the pussy hats were swapped for 
black bloc as a small group of about 100 individuals 
gathered in collective protest at the Dove Medical 
Clinic on East 11th— a faith-based “pregnancy crisis 
center” that discourages abortions as health care 
(boo!).

What unfolded as hours passed was the most 
intense standoff between Eugene activists and 
local police since M29 and related solidarity 
movements in Spring and Summer of 2020. Despite 
10 arrests, this action by many regards could be 
considered, if not quite a success, a step in the 
right direction for Eugene radicals. Several affinity 
groups autonomously unified, and despite no 
prior consensus on tactics, managed to hold off 
police violence and arrests for almost three hours 
before the police bludgeoned morale. This skirmish 
reminded the radical scene in Eugene what it’s 
capable of, and what we have to improve on in 
organization and tactics to ensure greater success 
in future direct actions.

The next day, June 25th, the Revolutionary Women’s 
Committee (RWC) held a public informational 
session at Monroe Park to engage the community 
in topics of reproductive, gender, racial, and 
economic justice. With about 80 comrades in 
attendance, several large breakout groups were Photo: Stop the Sweeps



created, encouraging discussion and networking around these issues. This 
groundwork helped establish the affinities and alliances necessary for 
organizing around another contentious issue during an already contentious 
summer: a series of protests against the World Athletics Championships 
(WAC) that invaded Eugene in mid-July.

On July 23rd, Eugene Housing and Neighborhood Defense (HAND), RWC, and 
Stop the Sweeps Eugene organized a teach-in and march resisting neoliberal 
extravagance in a city that’s neglected a desperate houselessness crisis 
for years. This demonstration was one of several, as 350 Eugene and Stop 
the Sweeps both schemed earlier in the week to disrupt increased traffic 
near campus and spread awareness to their respective issues. The July 23rd 
action attracted the attention of EPD as a crowd of roughly 50 protestors 
headed toward the Nike storefront on 6th & Pearl, passing the Riverfront 
Festival (which disastrously redirected over-promised revenues away from 
local businesses) and many a complacent passersby. The event crowds 
gawked at the spectacle before them, a necessary reality check amidst such 
a falsely manicured image of life in Eugene. It was an overdue interruption 
to the carefully crafted illusionary brand of liberal recreational paradise that 
the Tracktown USA spent millions in public and private funds manufacturing.

In further resistance to the corporate grip, events this summer solicited 
more support around growing social class consciousness and potential for 
autonomous resource stability in our community. One example of this energy 
was the revival of the Neighborhood Anarchist Collective’s (NAC) Share 
Fair, an anti-capitalist free market (no, not that kind) organized to connect 
neighbors in need to essential resources. The NAC Share Fair alongside local 
Starbucks unionization efforts are a testament to the growing popularity and 
need for progressive politics in Eugene. This solidarity is perhaps the result 
of collaborative seeds planted on May Day 2022 (see studentinsurgent.org 
for article), which helped develop a more unified network of local activists, in 
turn creating greater capacity for political empowerment.

One lesson to be learned from this summer of actions is that resistance in 
this city is taking many forms. Through political education, direct action, and 
mutual aid networks, Eugene citizens are steadily empowering themselves 
via various initiatives that challenge the current political order and foster 
resilience against the crises capitalism creates. This is reminiscent of the 
legacy of radical activism in Eugene from the ‘90s and early 21st century, 
and I dare to say that this spirit has at last returned to our community 
after decades of hard work from activists old and new in the region. We 
cannot afford to lose this momentum again, let’s continue building strong, 
sustainable movements like the many we participated in over Summer 2022.
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The ROAR (Radical Organizing and 
Activism Resource) Center is a resource 
center for social and environmental 
activists. We are seeking to hire 1-2 
additional co-directors. As co-director, 
you will maintain and organize the ROAR 
Center space, bring events and speakers 
to campus, & provide resources to 
student and community activists. 
Expectations of co-directors include 
weekly office hours, representing ROAR 
at meetings, & maintaining consistent 
communication with other co-directors. 
The compensation is a $222/month 
stipend. If interested email roarcenter@
gmail.com.



Chode to 
SCHILLSCHILL

He has come down from his 
ivory tower
Only to climb up another
in the Windy City
To blow smoke up your ass, 
but no longer mine

Another school insulted by his 
name and time
His reign of terror in Eugene,
Oregone but not forgotten,
Has reached its end
But we won’t forgive your crimes.

Wicked, green, witch of the 
Northwest
Good riddance!
I’d wish you the best, if it was off 
with your head
But you’re not worth the price of 
admittance
Fly with ya bitchass broomstick off 
into the distance!

Ding dong, ding dong.
This is an ode for you, President 
Wrong
You may be gone,
but your legacy lives on.

No more videos starring a rat-
faced fuck
Nor flops for photo ops
No more passive optics you think 
pass for justice
Gone are the days
of your money-hungry gaze, that 
is until,
the new appointee is in bed with 
your beloved trustees
Seeing the profit-pit you’ve left in 
your wake
We know this is the beginning of 
worse yet ways
You’ve turned this school into a 
bloody goldmine,
Congrats, you’ve tricked them 
with your fool’s gold, but not I

Chicago should be thrilled
To get to suck your microchode 
Schill
A Chode for you, President Schill!
You will be neither missed nor 
forgotten
And may Chicago carry on the 
torch
Of calling out President Schode
For all of his bullshit, who knows 
for how long?

The Student Insurgent 

Art-Serendipity
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Prison Project Is back

Dear Readers, 
We have received an overwhelmingly positive response and tons of replies 
to the initiation of our pen pal program! This year we intend to build capacity 
within the Insurgent prison program to respond to all of your thoughtful letters 
and publish even more of your submissions. The Insurgent is by and for you. We 
are humbled by your continued interest and look forward to getting in touch 
with even more of our readers and contributors from across the country. With 
all our hearts, thank you.

Untitled 1 & 2  By David M. Snyder



From the ArchivesFrom the Archives
Art by: anthony topete

circa 2016: “I work with nothing more than a golf pencil and a 
memory, it has been a work in progress since 2013.”



i have looked into the future and hate who i’ve 
become. words spill off their tongue like honey 
while cotton catches in my throat and chokes me 
from the inside out. i want to warn them, tell them 
that people will only deceive you, don’t go into that 
car, you won’t come out the same, something in you 
died that day, all the advice i wish i had 
taken, i don’t remember being this selfish, 
maybe i was mistaken?

and the truth is, i don’t remember, was it a 
december where we fell apart, i cannot see, 
i did all i can, this began with fire and ash 
and a girl who thought she was better than 
she actually was, because i had confidence, 
right, that was a good thing, to have, to be,

(and now he laughs mockingly)

was it? i don’t recall

oh, i must not have been good at anything at all

i want to cry, where was he when i died, 
choking on blood red roses that have 
flowered in my lungs, him denouncing who 
we were, me refusing who i’ve become 

i was not a very good child, no, not at all, 
but I wouldn’t talk about him this way, i would 
never have fallen so far from grace, filled with anger 
and hate and burning rage, 

but still i am trapped in this glass cage.

red flowers in my lungs 
By: Icarus 



it’s a fact that cotton expands when wet, this is 
a fact you should know, because i am dying, 
vomiting up flowers on this bedroom floor, i 
tried to be better, i’d hoped i’d be more

this unrequited love is killing me, and he hopes it 
does

“and he always thought he was better than he 
was”

i meet him in a land of time, and he cannot 
bear to look at me, back turned.

“face me, please,”

my voice cracks and i have never felt so 
weak.

we were together, we’re still the same, 
aren’t we, i swear, i tried to be good, i did 
what i could, was it not enough, tell me 
what i did wrong, we got here together, we 
did what we had to do.

he still doesn’t face me when he finally 
speaks, broken words upon his tongue, 
a knife in my chest twisting deeper and 
deeper, his voice cracks and i can see the 

tears in his eyes.

“no thanks to you, alex”

oh paris, why do you still lie?

(and a person who hates who they’ve become) 
Art By: Monty
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Introduction
    With the reorganization of The Student Insurgent over the course of the summer 
including the formation of this committee, it felt right to create a new website. This 
article discusses what to expect going in, and the philosophy that got to version 
2.0 of the website, which is now live as of the publishing of this article.
    Don’t worry about the old site! You can still access version 1.1.5 (the last version 
of the old site) at https://old.studentinsurgent.org , although it will not be updated 
other than security updates and will exist as an archive until further notice.

Accessibility
    In order to fulfill our mission to agitate and educate the student body by 
addressing issues that are often marginalized, it was quickly realized that we failed 
to live up to accessibility standards that would ensure that disabled comrades are 
able to enjoy our work. To remedy this, Insurgent 2.0’s dark mode scores AA in the 
Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) in terms of contrast, and all non-text 
content such as images has alt-text, a form of description to ensure accessibility 
for those using a screen reader.

Safety
    To ensure that we don’t cause harm to readers, all articles which we feel could 
be potentially triggering have a content warning, and a checkbox next to it that 
indicates the reader’s consent and reveals the article when clicked.

Consistency
    To ensure a consistent experience with the website, Insurgent 2.0 has been 
created according to a style guide that specifies information about fonts, colors, 
and logo usage, among other things.

Minimalism
    Ultimately, we wanted this website to be something that people want their work 
to be put on, so making it as pleasing to look at and use as possible. To do this, we 
chose to take a minimalist approach while still being feature-complete. Usage of 
JavaScript is avoided as much as possible.

Insurgent    Free & Open Source Software
  In the interest of providing greater transparency and upholding our anti-
authoritarian values, all source code of Insurgent 2.0 is Free & Open Source Software 
(FOSS), meaning that you can do whatever you want with the source code as long 
as you follow the terms in the permissive MIT License. It’s available on GitLab at 
https://gitlab.com/insurgentuo/insurgent. In addition, we utilize other FOSS 
projects, such as Hugo for content management, and NextCloud for our calendar.

A New Website for a New Era: Insurgent 2.0
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Serendipity (she/they/he), Art Editor
As an autistic, queer, ex-Mormon with way too 
many opinions I could never make into words, 
art was a pretty immediate default for me to 
communicate. It helped me get not just my 
message across, but the message of others. 
I could scribble comedic remedies of campus 
pricks or collage my personal experiences with 
weighty political shifts. If you find you have 
overflowing opinions but lack the words, or even 
just a sketchbook full of doodles that need to 
meet a page show up! I’m tired of doing art by 
myself. Seriously, I need more art(ists) in my 
life to fall in love with.

Icarus (he/him), Creative Writing Editor
Hi! I’m the creative writing editor. I started 
at the University in January and am entering 
my sophomore year. I believe I’ve changed a 
lot since I started here, my beliefs becoming 
more radical and hopefully y’all can see that 
reflected in my work. I’m primarily a poet and 
a spoken word artist, and my work is focused 
on both gender equality and racial justice. I’m 
here if you ever want to talk about anything

Algrace (they/them), Copy Editor
When I entered the University of Oregon, I 
would’ve hardly described myself as radical. 
However, after seeing how the university 
fails its students and faculty workers, I 
felt lost. The Student Insurgent gave me 
the opportunity to continue my own political 
education while sharing that knowledge with 
the Eugene community. I look forward to 
providing our readers with the highest quality 
of radical content and publication.

Zillow (they/she), Meeting Facilitator
Howdy everyone! I’m in my final year at the 
University of Oregon. I’m really passionate 
about maintaining equality & ethics within 
the publication. I think that radical content 
requires everyone having their voices heard and 
valued. Come up to me after meetings if & are 
interested in facilitation or just want to chat!

Rosie (she/her), Outreach Coordinator
I am the head of the outreach and social media 
team. I’m passionate about anti technocratic 
women’s health. My goal for my final year here 
at the UO and at the Insurgent is to integrate 
the Insurgent with other groups on and off 
campus and make sure we are always tuned 
in to the events of Eugene’s radical scene. 
Contact me directly through any of our social 
media!

Angitia (name only), Prison Project Liaison
Heyo this is Angitia with the Prison project, and 
it feels good to be back and active in the insur-
gent. I am a biracial, bisexual and bipolar indi-
vidual that is excited to get back in the flow of 
things. I’m setting new goals for myself and my 
intention in the prison project. I hope to move 
with organization and respect with an open mind 
and heart. Going forward in the prison project 
there are going to be many stories, art pieces, 
poems, and real life experiences that we are 
hoping to share with our larger audience. I hope 
readers are receptive and open to hearing from 
all who submit.

Topaz (she/her), Prison Project Liaison
Hi there I am Topaz! Boosting art words and 
ideas supports us as a collective and harbors 
real connection. I think the prison project is a 
great place to start because we can strengthen 
our understandings of what we fight for.

Amanita Minute (she/her) News & Photo 
Editor 
I’m in my final year at the university of 
Oregon as a photojournalism major and am 
passionate about radical photography. I’m 
a huge fantasy nerd and in my free time I 
like to play in and run dungeons and dragons 
campaigns and play Skyrim. I’m happy to talk 
to anyone who has interest in the photography 
side of things (or if you want to talk about 
Skyrim lore) and can be found after the 
general meetings!

J. Ellis (she/her), Production Editor
Catch me pulling all-nighters to put out issues 
(PLEASE, help me format- join our team!). 
Handler of bureaucratic bullshit. Writer of all 
things anarchist politics, university despotism, 
environmentalism, and music. By the end of this 
year, I want to help every member and reader 
of the Insurgent feel politically empowered, ca-
pable of being the agents of change needed for 
revolution. Feel free to contact me directly at 
jellis@riseup.net to plot :p

ch0ccyra1n (she/her), Technomancer
I’m an Anarchist and nerd. I occasionally write 
about work, piracy, and free & open source 
software. I speak English, Dutch, and French 
(Québec), and plan to learn German in the near 
future. I’m most often active on Mastodon, 
a decentralized and federated social media 
network and even run a server for it 
(@ch0ccyra1n@emeraldsocial.org if you want 
to follow me).




