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Here’s all the boring stuff
Subscriptions are $15 for a lifetime subscription
The Insurgent is distributed freely to UO students and prisoners
studentinsurgent@gmail.com
studentinsurgent.tumblr.com
The Student Insurgent
1228 University of Oregon
The Student Insurgent is a radical magazine of news, art, and opinion published by a horizontal editorial collective of students at the University of Oregon. We pubish essays, fiction, poetry, reporting, and art submitted by
students, prisoners and anyone else who wishes to have their voice heard. We are revolutionary anti-capitalists
and anti-authoritarian, as well as feminist and anti-racist. We are interested in destroying hierarchy, oppression, authority, and exploitation wherever they exist, and encourage you, dear reader, to do the same!
Get to know the editors!!
Augustine breaks into backyards at night to plant tomato plants (he’s only been arrested twice).
Jess uses her spare time to toilet-paper her high school PE teacher’s house.

Derek is currently developing a proposal asking the Weather Gods to make it
less rainy in Eugene.
Eva enjoys long walks in graveyards at sunset.
Julian was hired by Sesame Street as Cookie Monster’s personal baker.
Jake won a “Hands On” car contest by using a stunt double.
Laura’s most famous painting is on display at The Louvre. If you’re ever there, check out their “Mona
Lisa.”
Amber owns the world’s largest collection of politician voodoo dolls.
THE INSURGENT IS DISTRIBUTED FREELY TO UO STUDENTS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS, AND
PRISONERS. IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR MATERIAL TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION,
EMAIL OR SNAILMAIL ANY CONTENT YOU’D LIKE TO SUBMIT TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. WE
RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY SUBMISSIONS FOR GRAMMAR, CLARITY, OR LENGTH. POETRY AND ART WILL NOT BE EDITED OR CENSORED IN ANY WAY. ALL ARTICLES, WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF UNSIGNED EDITORIALS, SOLELY REFLECT THE OPINION OF THEIR AUTHOR
AND NOT NECESSARILY THAT OF THE STUDENT INSURGENT. The Insurgent is free to all
students and as is the anarchist tradition, free for incarcerated individuals. For everyone else lifetime SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE A ONE-TIME $15 PAYMENT.
Due to a high volume of mail, and rapid structural and management change, we have
been unable to respond to all mail that comes in. If we do not respond immediately,
it doesn’t necessarily mean we didn’t read or recieve it. We apologize for the inconvenience and thank you for your patience.
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Interview with Rose City Antifa
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With the far-rightward drift of US politics,
fascist attackers opening fire on Black Lives
Matter and shouting “race war now!”, and
growing fascist movements across Europe, we at
the Insurgent thought it would be a good time
to sit down with the group who has successfully
won campaigns against fascists in the US. It’s
time to get familiar with Antifa (pronounced
anne-TEE-fuh). Anti-fascist movements have a
long and successful history in the US combating,
disrupting, and destroying fascist organizations.

How do you define fascism?

Portland’s anti-fascist network, known as ‘Rose
City Antifa,’ has been tracking and resisting the
fascist movements and elements in Portland for
half a decade and keeping the people of Portland
safe. Because of their critical work, we sat down
to talk with them.

Ironically, because of their romanticization of a mythologized past
and their desire to overthrow the existing order for a more ‘ordered’
future, they hold a position that is both reactionary and
revolutionary.”

“Since each fascist group has unique features, a completely accurate
singular definition is hard to pin down. Because of this we use
something akin to a DSM 5 (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders) style diagnosis. We would define a group as
fascist if it has a preponderance of the following characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•

Ultra-nationalism tied with spiritualism.
Authoritarianism and hierarchical structures.
White supremacism, a racist belief in us-vs.-		
them, and/or a belief in anti-Semitism.
Homophobia, often upholding various marginalizing beliefs of
class and gender.
A narrative of a romanticized past social order or claims of
current society being ‘in decay.’

How do you oppose fascism?
“It is important to realize that tactics change over time. Their tactics
and ours have changed since the ultra-violent 1990’s. According
to Rose City Antifa, “We have held the slogan of Anti-Racist
Action (ARA), “We go where they go,” meaning we advocate and

undertake confrontation of any fascist organizing. We take up
sustained campaigns of ongoing confrontation. But that has meant
that we have to fight their encroachment into leftism. Fascists are
able to be a lot more sophisticated in their recruiting pitch these
days. They attempt to exploit legitimate feelings of discontentment
that working class whites have with our current socio-economic
system. Fascist can offer clear and simple answers to these problems,
answers that are more tangible in some ways than the Left can
produce. Also their ideas have great emotional appeal. Many white
men do feel as if rights are doled out in a sort of zero sum game, and
that they have somehow been robbed of some rights as other groups
have gotten them. Fascists today have been changing how they
approach organizing, being more ideological, cultural,
and political. Fascists have emerged usurping
black blocs and sports groups in Europe.
Their new propaganda looks like anarchist
propaganda, anti-Israel criticism rife with
anti-semitism, as well as broaching
mainstream politics by forming parties
and taking office. Groups like AntiFascist Action (AFA in Europe), had
to adjust from street level fighting to
challenging political neo-Nazis. We
are seeing the same trends emerging in
the US.”
Anti-Racist Action (ARA) was a national
anti-fascist network which operated until
2013. In that year, a new network named
‘Torch’ formed from ARA, which was a big
shakeup in the anti-facist community. Despite
their common goals, Rose City Antifa chose not to join
Torch. We asked them what their reasoning had been.
“We have no intention to join the new Torch Network. We support
their work and are in solidarity with their chapters. However, we
did not feel as if the decision to dissolve ARA was sufficiently
democratic, and the formation of TORCH seemed to us an
unnecessarily rushed process. Many of our members did not agree
with the dissolution of ARA at all –many good people fought
and died in the name of ARA, and certain members felt that it
was important to honor that memory. Others in our group very
much agreed that ARA had dire problems, had run its course and
needed to end. Our group had discussed leaving the ARA network
numerous times at our annual retreat. There were a number of
strategic and cultural problems in ARA that we all agree were not
sufficiently addressed by simply re-branding with a new name
and logo. Part of the reason for the breakdown of ARA was a lack
of accountability around a few issues - charismatic individuals in
chapters, long held patterns of dysfunctional gender dynamics,
and people not following through on commitments. ARA also
had internal and shifting impulses around whether it was a massmovement-building organization or whether it was a closed cadre
organization. Part of this is that much of the way ARA was designed
was fitted to the landscape of the 1990s, when confronting neoNazi marches was a major activity and when terrorist enhancement
charges didn’t exist. ARA morphed during the anti-globalization
period, a cultural shift that the network was not really able to
successfully navigate and numbers dwindled dramatically. Different

chapters had wildly different security protocols in place, and totally
different priorities and political outlooks. These issues were not
resolved by the creation of Torch. Also in terms of pure logistics,
the network structure did not do any material good for our chapter.
Other chapters in the midwest for example, can drive a few hours
to help out another chapter. We were the only chapter on the entire
West Coast. We were totally isolated geographically, plus any
research other chapters were doing was mainly about groups that
we don’t deal with at all out here and vice versa. It didn’t really make
sense to pay dues or put energy into revamping a network that was
really just a group of folks we saw once a year. Instead we are more
focused on building our chapter as we like, and supporting a more
vibrant anti-fascist presence here at home in the Pacific
Northwest. We are really excited about the new
antifa groups forming in Seattle, Spokane, and
the Bay Area in particular.”
How can people get involved, and what
should we be doing?
“Any community you are currently in
can be a place to start creating antifa
culture and space, be it a sports team
you like, a music scene you are into, a
union you are in, or really anything.
Get community involvement, talk to
co-workers, talk to people at the gym,
all of this is support for a culture of antifascism. Attend our events, respond to calls
to action, donate money, get on our list serve,
support political prisoners. You don’t need to be
a brawler to do anti-fascism. Anyone can do it, and
lots of skills are important in this fight. Make it hard for the hardright and homophobes to have any room. Any information in the
streets can be useful too, send in information, the more detailed and
specific the better. Portland has a long history of white supremacism
and a high level of activity. The more educated we are, the more
information we have, the better. Send in information.”
What does it take to join?
RCA: “If you want to join, you can become a member, but it’s a
serious commitment. There are dues, it takes one year of education,
training, and we have a huge workload. We need people who will be
very active, if you are already involved with twelve groups maybe sit
this one out.”
Rose City Antifa has thwarted many fascist efforts. Their work has
often gone unrecognized because of the behind-the-scenes nature of
the work. Through their work, they have developed one of the best
information gathering networks of any leftist organization and have
sustained many victories over fascist groups in Portland. Despite
the heavy workload and dangers involved in their work, they need
support. If you want to sharpen your understanding of systemic
oppression in society, we at the Insurgent believe that Rose-City
Antifa is a group to take seriously.
Editor’s note: This Article was originally written for the Portland
Radicle. We edited it for length and clarity.
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2k16 Presidential Election

How do I register to vote?
Ways to register:
1) Online
https://secure.sos.state.or.us

How do I vote in the

*Oregon is a closed primary. Translation:
you have to be registered as a Democrat or
a Republican to vote in the primary*

Primaries?
In Oregon, votes are counted by mail by mail.

REGISTER TODAY!!!

Ballots are mailed to all registered voters 14 – 20
th

days before May 17 .

Literally, there are always groups presenting
on campus to help students register to vote.
Look for:

(Make sure your address is updated online!)
Return your ballot by mail or in person at a
county election office or at a drop-off site. Your
ballot must be received by the county election
office or in a drop-box by 8pm Election Day.
	
  

	
  

UO for Bernie Sanders, Oregon Student
Association, Student Housing, UO Democrats,
UO Republicans, and any of the “Get out
the Vote” Campaigns

Why should I vote?
Approximately 44 million millennials are eligible to vote (out of 153 million) – our voices matter,
use them! But really, what’s at stake?
Four numbers: 77, 80, 80, 83.
These are the ages of Supreme Court Justices. The next president we elect could possibly have
the power to appoint four (out of nine) of the Justices. THIS IS HUGE. The Supreme Court is
responsible protecting and ensuring the rights of Americans and balancing the power of the
government. The Supreme Court fights against the politicians trying to pass wackyass legislation.
Crucial Upcoming 2016 Cases: Challenge to Affirmative Action, The Death Penalty, and Abortion.
BE APART OF DECIDING OUR NEXT JUSTICES BY VOTING!
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The Black Cat:

The Civil Rights Movement Rediscovers Sabotage
A curious trend started with the Black Lives Matter
movement. And not many have known quite what to make
of it. At first it seemed totally random, kind of irrelevant. And
now it angers all the usual critics who have always come out
of the woodwork to critique forms of activism or struggle that
actually interfere in any material way with society. “Why can’t
you protest quietly, on the sidewalk, so we can all ignore you?”
I’m talking about the road blockades.They started
so randomly. I’d never heard anyone really talking about
them, advocating them. But they’re happening, all over the
country, brave black men and women and their allies in
the struggle stand in the middle of freeways, often at very
busy hours, and block the flow of traffic, bringing transit
to a halt for minutes or hours. The blockades usually end
with the arrest of everyone present, but I’d like to think
some of them had the good sense to simply book it and
run. There’s no need to become a martyr for the cause,
to go to jail to be mistreated, registered in the system, and
forced to pay thousands in bail, court fees, and lawyer bills.
At any rate, I’m inspired. For too long, activism and
struggle have taken the form of waving a sign and chanting
slogans. This is easily ignored by the powers that be. Indeed
the only way it can ever be effective in creating change is by
convincing some sympathetic politician, official, or corporate
white-collar to voluntarily alter the policy or practice that the
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sign-wielding protesters oppose. Needless to say, changes of
heart and voluntary concessions by the captains of power and
privilege are rare. They will almost never sympathize with your
plight, as their wealth and power depends on them not doing so.
Skeptics ask why, why inconvenience your fellow
citizen when your enemy is the police? The reason is that
the police are not an independent institution. They are the
shock troops of the state power and protectors of the property
of the ruling class. When you can’t fight the police directly
(not without getting your skull caved in anyway), you have to
strike at the system itself, and make no mistake, the capitalist
system and the state are white supremacist institutions,
predicated on the exploitation, exclusion, and oppression of
people of color. To attack the system directly, you throw your
bodies on the gears of the machinery and jam the whole thing
up, bring it to a halt. And that’s what these people are doing
when they blockade freeways. Freeways are the arteries of the
economy. They move labor and goods around. Every second
of road travel in this country represents millions of dollars in
profit. And when you stop it, you are costing people money.
You are creating headaches for the state, and the police.
This is direct action, and it is how all social
movements win. It takes a variety of forms, from the
peaceable to the insurrectionary, but it is absolutely necessary.
It was a cornerstone of the Black Civil Rights Movement of

the 1960s. Yes, a peaceful, non-confrontational march by Martin
Luther King and two-hundred-fifty-thousand supporters was the
catalyst for major pieces of legislation like the Civil Rights Act of
1964 that really did improve the lives of black people and other
people of color. This was one of those cases when sympathetic
politicians see your plight and voluntarily concede to you. But it
was not just peaceful requests that earned black people a greater
measure of freedom, a greater slice of the pie they helped cook
but did not get to eat. First it took the form of boycotts, like the
Montgomery Bus Boycott. By refusing
to ride segregated buses, the black
community of Montgomery threatened
to bankrupt the city’s transit authority,
and the city had to give in. And they
won, no longer were black riders forced
to suffer the indignity of giving up their
seat for a white person. Direct action gets
the goods. And in the late 1960s, as the
movement was stalling, it was huge riots
in black neighborhoods—Watts, Detroit,
Baltimore, Harlem—precipitated by
police brutality, that reinvigorated
the movement, directed energy to the
black power movement and the Black Panthers, and had the
politicians and businessmen clutching at their pearls, willing
to spend millions of dollars on housing and jobs programs to
prevent future riots. You can practically hear them shrieking
as their storefronts burn: “give them whatever they want!”
And so it goes today. In Ferguson, after the death of
Michael Brown, the outraged crowd looted a gas station and
burned down a building. A man holding a bag of chips, who had

previously been a mere spectator, ran up and grabbed a burning
tear gas canister and threw it back at the police, away from the
protesting crowd, which had children in it. His picture was
taken and inspired the country. A year later, Ferguson has been
transformed. A federal investigation turned up all their dirty
laundry, the chief resigned, the formerly mostly-white police force
in a mostly-black neighborhood has gotten new black members
(not that “diversifying” our oppressors is really much of a step
forward), and the city has stopped using their police as revenuegenerators, who used to give out
thousands of tickets, fines, and citations
to their lower-class population and use
the bail money from bogus arrests to
generate their budget. Ferguson is not
a racist-free utopia without cops now,
and we should always be skeptical
of the usefulness of simply having
more black politicians and cops, as if
changing the racial demographics of
the rulers is really going to free us from
domination. But concessions were
won. Resistance and sabotage worked.
And the road blockades and other
forms of economic warfare will work too. Jam the machines,
set fire to the infrastructure, make your oppressors hurt in
their wallets, and watch how quickly they give in. It’s not quite
enough to win a revolution, but we have to start somewhere.

You can
practically hear
them shrieking as
their storefronts burn:
“give them whatever
they want!”

-Jakespeare
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Together, let’s end the
invisibility of mental illness.
Amber Erkan

There’s a black crow sitting across from me
His wiry legs are crossed
He’s dangling my keys, he even fakes a toss
This is not the sound of a new man
Or a crispy realization
It’s the sound of the unlocking and the lift away
Re: Stacks by Bon Iver
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Let’s talk about mental illness, shall we?
I shouldn’t have to be forced by society to be on this secret journey by myself. My journey shouldn’t be
invisible, hidden from my peers and my professors, my colleagues and my coworkers as if it isn’t real or
a huge part of my personal identity. I am diagnosed with bipolar disorder and I shouldn’t have to hide it,
just as you shouldn’t have to hide that you have diabetes or are prone to heart disease. It may run in your
family just as bipolar disorder may run in mine. I see a doctor…you probably do too. I’ve taken medicine;
some have helped, some haven’t. I’m sure you’ve had a similar health experience, though it may not have
been as emotionally painful or severe as mine.
I would love to hold the keys that have the power to unlock my secret journey and expose it to the world
in my hands, but they’re not only in mine: I share this responsibility. Coming out as mentally ill is like
coming out gay in most places, or coming out as a Republican at the University of Oregon. A lot of people
don’t realize that we need a safe place where mental health conversations are normalized and our community members are adequately educated on the true nature and the diversity of mental illness in order to
feel comfortable exposing ourselves. This would lead our society to a common understanding of the topic,
removing the stigma and making it less taboo to talk about. An undeniable, uncomfortable silence exists
around mental illness, but this silence isn’t the proper response a mentally ill person deserves from their
community when they reach a point in their personal journey where they are comfortable enough with
their identity to seek help and acceptance.
I would love to hold the keys to my secret journey in my hands, unlocking the tight constraints on my
identity and exposing it to the world the way I embrace and talk about my Turkish heritage, my
vegetarianism, or my liberal political ideology. Instead, it constantly feels like the crow is sitting across
from me and taunting me, ready to abandon the only set of keys I need to set my secret journey free, as my
painting shows. Representing society, he’s ready to toss them to burn and to melt into a flat, useless piece
of metal that will never serve me the way it once could have. I want to believe that my community will
change, that my society will change so that my fellow brothers and sisters with mental illness won’t feel
the way I have in the past—isolated and silenced, especially at the start of my journey—but I’m skeptical.
However, I also know that change must start within oneself before it is able to spread amongst a
community, a country, a region, or eventually even the whole world. This is why I’m speaking out and I’m
calling all mentally ill to join me. Speak up and speak out. Don’t be ashamed; be open and willing to
educate and to inspire. Most people don’t understand our illnesses or what we go through, so they don’t
know how to respond. They are not malicious an xd we can’t blame them; if their idea of mental illness
is related to the information fed by the journalists who report on gun violence and the comedians who use
the words ‘bipolar’ and ‘schizophrenic’ as synonyms for ‘crazy’ and ‘unpredictable,’ how can we blame
them? How can they know what to say? The people who hold the cards to implement widespread change
are not properly portraying mental illness.
Our healthy peers are silent about mental illness because we are, yet we are silent because they are; we
are in a symbiotic relationship, so one of us will have to take the lead to break the silence. I challenge
you to try to talk more about your mental illness. Own your identity and realize that you are partially
responsible for the empowerment of those who share it. Open up to your friends, your family, and your
coworkers. It’s not easy and it’s not always appropriate to talk about your health, but as every mental
health professional has said, your diagnosis doesn’t change you who are. The only way the people in
your life are going to realize that this statement holds true for individuals with mental illnesses is if
they can relate through the personal experience of knowing someone who shares this identity.
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A Glowing Endorsement of the American Carceral State
from a Satisfied Customer
By: T.J. Orton

Utah Department of Corrections Effectively Teaches Felons to:
1. Be responsible by taking away all of their responsibilities.
2. Be trustworthy by disbelieving most everything they say except for any self-incriminating comments, of course.
3. Be non-violent by subjecting them to injustices and abuse of authority, and placing them where hostility surrounds them.
4. Be kind and loving by demeaning them and subjecting them to cruelty and hatred.
5. Stop being tough guys by putting them in a place where tough guys are most respected.
6. Stop exploiting others by exploiting inmates’ medical needs, and charging higher than retail prices for phone calls, toiletries, snacks,
and other goods at the commissary.
7. Be independent by making them completely reliant upon us and incessantly telling them what they can or cannot do.
8. Be vital, contributing members of society by labeling and isolating them.
9. Have self-worth by labeling and isolating them.
10. Move forward by constantly reminding them of their past.
11. Be productive by depriving them of jobs and educational opportunities, by breaking their spirit and destroying what’s left of their
self-esteem.
12. Make better choices by making every decision for them.
13. Be rational by providing ridiculous answers to their questions and having illogical rules, policies, and procedures.
14. Be individuals by mass punishment and the use of cookie-cutter or “one-size-fits-all” approaches, especially towards individuals in
treatment for addiction or psychiatric problems.
15. Be merciful by refusing to have compassion for them.
16. Have integrity by being less than honest about our motives and responses to their legitimate questions.
17. Get help for their problems by discounting or negating their feelings and thoughts, and punishing them further when they confess
or “come clean.”
18. Be respectful by being rude and insolent toward them, even those who have shown civility towards us.
19. Have a strong support group of good, productive, and well-rounded citizens in the community by unnecessarily frustrating their
visits, phone calls, mail, and money transfers at every turn from anybody trying to be supportive.
20. Have realistic expectations and be rational thinkers by enforcing illogical, unreasonable rules, policies and procedures that can
change on the spot.
21. Stop criminal behavior by oppressing them and subjecting them to a state of being or condition where the proverbial fox is guarding the hen house.
22. Make proper use of the established system by ruling against them at every grievance and either taking away their privileges or moving them to a more restrictive living area to forcibly obtain compliance.
23. Trust in the legal system by only giving justice to those with a lot of money or influence and who can afford a powerful attorney.
24. Maintain hope for a better future by telling the public they are monsters who can’t be trusted and should not be hired or allowed to
advance in the world, and who must be strictly monitored for the rest of their lives—and that is if they are ever let out in the first place.
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RADICAL
CROSS
WORD
Across:
5. Society could produce an abundance of
this instead of bombs
7. A state in which there is no fighting or war
8. A set of rules made by the government
9. The idiotic belief that one group of people is superior to
another based on skin color; a systematic oppression
10. To properly address and abolish old ideologies of
conquest
11. An individual or ideology which advocates drastic
change throughout society
13. Demonstrating unity of cause or acting together; a general
strike depends on this
14. Societal demands by men (this must be smashed!)
16. Individual liberty and independence; may apply to an
individual or a community
18. The movement that is responding to state violence against
black people
20. An entity which has a monopoly on both government and
force
Down:
1. To take over an abandoned or vacant building
2. Women experience oppression in varying configurations and in
varying degrees of intensity
3. Casting a ballot, raising your hand, or voicing your opinion
4. A body of government-employees trained to enforce the law
6. Someone who goes to school or is learning on their own; aren’t
we always learning something new?
12. The soul-crushing economic system we live under (it must be
smashed!)
15. To make rid of or do away with
17. A lie, intentional misdirection, ruse, or trickery
19. Someone who suffers persecution or death for refusing to
renounce or accept a belief or cause
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DON’T BE A CORPORATE
CLONE AND DEFINE YOUR
IDENTITY BY YOUR
CONSUMPTION…

BE A PUNK AND DEFINE
YOUR IDENTITY BY YOUR
CONSUMPTION.
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The Lies
We Tell:
Multiculturalism
and its Failures
		

Yes, this is an article condemning multiculturalism but
before you toss the magazine away, remember too that it isn’t
Trump’s newsletter...it’s the Student Insurgent, and the only rightwing here is the wing from a plastic eagle hanging ironically on
one our cupboards. Now that introductions are out of the way, let’s
begin.
In December 2015, a week after being
named TIME magazine’s 2015 Person of the
Year, German Chancellor Angela Merkel gave
a speech in which she called multiculturalism
a “life lie” which leads to the creation of
parallel societies rather than a legitimate
unified community. While many rebuked her
remarks, she is not alone in her multicultural
disenchantment. In 2011, Britain’s Prime
Minister David Cameron criticized the
European Union’s multiculturalism policy,
which has been in place since the ‘60s, saying
that rather than attempting to foster a human
collective, governments have allowed diverse
populations to segregate into homogenized
communities.

went on to join jihadist efforts. It is comprised of a large immigrant
population, many of whom are of Turkish and Moroccan descent
who live in poor, cramped conditions compared to the more
affluent areas of the capital.
Packer’s findings echo the frustrations of politicians like
Cameron and Merkel, both of whom are attempting
to resolve the issue to prevent future attacks similar
to those in Paris last year. The magnitude of the issue
is not small by any means. MI5, Britain’s domestic
intelligence agency, has reported that more than 2,000
Muslims in Britain are involved in terrorist cells.
This agency also tracks potential terrorist plots that
may turn into reality in any given moment. Cameron
asserts that Britain’s terrorist situation is a result of
the “hands-off tolerance” his nation has embraced
when dealing with the influx of new immigrants.
Rather than attempting to understand and embrace
new cultures, he believes Britain’s policies, like those
of Germany and France, have ignored the needs of
immigrant groups.

Angela Merkel, featured as TIME
Magazine’s 2015 Person of the Year

This trend can be seen in nations throughout the
EU, which has been especially burdened with taking in and
accommodating peoples from across the globe, especially the
recent waves of Syrian refugees. It is not enough for a country to
simply take them in; the magnitude of a nation’s diversity is not a
marker of its success to meld groups. For example, 7.5% of France’s
population is Muslim. This is the largest proportion of Muslims in
the entire European Union; however, France has largely failed to
offer much of its Muslim population decent lives. In a nation that
prides itself on its social welfare system, it is shocking to see much
of its immigrant population crammed into poor, alienated suburbs
on the outskirts of Paris. George Packer of the New Yorker calls
the area “the other France” and in a recent article revealed how
the dire living situations there have created a breeding ground for
radicalism.
Seven people connected to the Paris bombing came from
a similar isolated neighborhood in Brussels, Belgium. Molenbeek,
a borough that is only two square miles with 100,000 inhabitants,
has become notorious after it was found that many of its citizens
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by Derek Maiolo

Rather than helping incoming individuals and
families assimilate to European cultures, governments
have largely opted to allow immigrants to adjust to their new
communities on their own. Many immigrants have expressed
frustration over the lack of aid they’ve received to help them
assimilate to their new homes. A recent study from Eurostat, the
directorate-general of the European Union, found that migrant
populations are nearly twice as likely as native Europeans to face
poverty and social exclusion. With little or no government support,
migrants must seek out and join like-minded groups as a means of
survival. Given the discontent over the obvious disparities amongst
the welfare of migrants, it is no wonder so many look to radicalized
efforts to combat the growing socioeconomic gaps.
The problem cannot be resolved simply by changing
government policy. Various studies by social scientists find that
problems surrounding the idea and practice of multiculturalism
are deeply ingrained into human behavior. Harvard political
scientist Robert Putnam conducted a massive study that used
interviews of more than 30,000 American citizens to determine
the effects of ethnic diversity. His findings are nothing less than
appalling. An increase in community diversity leads to a decrease

in social capital, which refers to the amount and quality of social
networks. These range from simple friendships to religious
congregations, and Putnam says the amount of social capital is a
key indicator of civic welfare.
Putnam’s findings are especially interesting because
diversity does not just create discontentedness amongst members
of different ethnic groups; according to Putnam’s report, ethnic
diversity causes people to “distrust their neighbors, regardless
of the color of their skin, to withdraw even from close friends,
to expect the worst from their community and its leaders, to
volunteer less, to give less to charity and to work on community
projects less often, to register to vote less, to agitate for social
reform more but have less faith that they can actually make a
difference, and to huddle unhappily in front of the television.”

“The biggest danger for everyone
is silence,”

facilitate talks on common misunderstandings refugees have on
European culture, many of whom come from societies where
things such as female equality and sexual promiscuity are
condemned or forbidden. Because of Norway’s success using
the programs, Denmark has started offering similar classes, with
Germany close behind following the string of assaults in January.
The key takeaway from this approach is the need to
facilitate a deep, thoughtful discussion on cultural differences.
Rather than allowing cultural and religious divisions to
continue and propagate, this approach succeeds by acknowledging
these differences and working proactively to educate both sides
on how to live peacefully in an assimilated community. They seek
to establish trust between diverse groups in order to resolve the
issues established by Putnam. They value and accommodate
all groups so that none are ignored. This is what helps prevent
radicalism.

All of a sudden, America’s demands for bigger, stronger
walls make a bit more sense...but Putnam did not publish
these findings as a way of garnering support for conservative
immigration agendas. On the contrary, he is just as disparaged by
the results and has taken an activist role to combat the issue. He
stresses that ethnic diversity is vital for fostering innovation in
the workplace. Scott Page, a political scientist from the University
of Michigan, published a study showing how ethnic diversity,
especially in highly skilled workplaces, can increase production
and creativity. Diversity is essential in these circumstances for
ideas to be challenged and multiple approaches to be taken to
solve problems and create new products.
Police conducted several raids in the predominately Muslim immigrant population
of Molenbeek searching for perpetrators of the Paris attacks.

So what is to be done about the apparently inherent
problem of multiculturalism? What, if anything, can resolve the
refugee crisis in the Middle East and Europe, the racial economic
inequities in the United States, and the worsening violence
between Muslims and Christians in Africa? The answers, as there
is no singular solution, are not simple, and it is why no clear
action other than a containment of ‘radicalism’—a term whose
definition and application are also of heated discussion—has yet
to be clearly offered. However, Putnam, and many people facing
the aftermath of the Arab Spring, believe assimilation to be the
best solution.

Of course, the answer is not just as simple as taking a
class on issues regarding diversity; this will not be resolved simply
through education. It will likely take much more horizontal,
comprehensive, and complex social reforms to completely resolve
these complex issues, but it is important to note the silence
which often accompanies multiculturalist policies. It comes in
the forms of parallel communities living side-by-side with one
another, clearly divided by ethnic boundaries with unacceptable
socioeconomic inequalities between them.

An example of this comes from Norway, whose
immigration department mandated in 2013 that educational
programs be offered free of charge to incoming refugees unaware
of European cultural norms. Courses created by the nonprofit
Alternative to Violence teach participants how to maneuver social
life, educate them on norms following sexual consent, and overall
seek to reduce violence which arises due to cultural identities and
misconceptions.

The first step in resolving the current issues is to break
that silence. As long as developed nations continue to allow
cultural divisions to determine status and opportunity and
propagate fear of differing cultures—in the suburbs of Paris,
the isolated communities in Germany, and the poor immigrant
neighborhoods all over the world from Libya to the United
States—communities will continue to be torn apart by the
violence and political unrest present throughout the world.

Peter Isdal, a clinical psychologist working with the
organization, said the program seeks to create an open forum for
discussing cultural differences rather than to ignore them. “The
biggest danger for everyone is silence,” he said.

So that, my friends, is why multiculturalism will not
give our refugees safe homes, will not bring equal opportunities
to citizens of corrupt nations, and will not save us from being
victims and perpetrators of racism. The human soup is going to
need a bit more blending.

While the classes avoid religious discussion, they
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Bridging the Divide
By Lacino Hamiltion

Most of the criticism pushing the national conversation concerning U.S. mass incarceration forward appears
to come from upper middle class politicians, scholars, and media personalities, most of whom have little or no
direct contact with prisons or prisoners. This hardly represents healthy democratic discourses.
The message to the general public is that the perspectives, ideas, and experiences of incarcerated people are
inconsequential. The message to incarcerated people is to be obedient but not to participate meaningfully in the
public sphere. Therefore, national debates and dialogue surrounding mass incarceration further marginalize
incarcerated people.
How would the national dialogue sound if incarcerated people were included in an honest way? How can all this
talk about ending mass incarceration be serious if incarcerated people are excluded? Under what circumstances
are incarcerated people ever judged worthy or deserving of association with others, and how can we be expected
to develop these traits of worthiness under conditions which tend to perpetuate characteristics of unworthiness
as described by the proponents of this position?
Finding ways to include people on the inside in national debates and dialogue not only gives voice to a silenced
population but also makes room for fresh thinking on decarceration and ultimately the abolition of prisons. We
would be able to expand the repertoire of possibilities in responding to what is generally understood as criminal
activity.
Each one of us comes out of a particular context, influenced by the many elements in our background (e.g. family neighborhood, school, religious affiliation, years of life experiences, etc.) and because of that each one of us
possesses unique analyses, critiques, and worldviews that assist in grasping the proverbial “big picture.” One of
many steps in the process of creating a society conducive to meeting the mutual needs of everyone is listening to
everyone.
In short, finding ways to include incarcerated people in national debates and dialogue is not just about changing
policies or building bridges that will make change happen. It’s about creating a transformative learning experience. Allowing people on the outside access behind the walls would allow them to reconsider what they have
learned about crime, justice, and the people who constitute the mass in mass incarceration while those on the
inside would be presented with opportunities to place their life experiences in a larger framework.
Hopefully, educating ourselves and each other about mass incarceration and the possibilities of working together
will spread into wider circles in our own lives and in our society.
											Art by Laura Isabella
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By: donald young ray
Early morning clanging of plastic trays, moving anxiously through
metal food ports, signifies breakfast time. Come and get it! The rusty
metal tray slot opens, and a dusty burnt orange tray slides into my
isolation cell. As my stomach grumbles awaiting relief, my eyes rest
upon a single piece of stale, flat coffee cake. It is topped with a small
mound of dark brown, fear-inspiring peanut butter. Holding a “nickel
slick grin” on his face, a young guard inquires, “wanna trade your
shower for an extra tray?”
I recently relocated from the East Block into the Adjustment
Center’s Solitary Confinement, minus my personal property, hygienic
articles, and stationary. I now exist within the cold shadow of the
gallows. Who am I to turn down this unpalatable gift? Famished, my
body craves nourishment. Why shouldn’t I barter away my five minute
shower? After all, I am scheduled for three showers a week, but I have
not showered in four days. It’s interesting how our priorities change
depending upon our living circumstances.
I hold the dry, hardened coffee cake in my mouth, hoping it will
become moist enough to swallow. My thoughts take me back to a time
when my pride was the only thing that had to be swallowed. I had
once requested, from good friends, any amount of monetary support.
Because we are not allowed to hold jobs in this part of prison,
donations would have been my one opportunity to purchase food
from the canteen. I was soon assured, in a friendly letter, that the
prison diet was quite capable of sustaining me.
As I swallow my pastry, I am hopeful that it will satisfy my intense
hunger. Doubts whirl through the corridors of my mind. I ask myself
how important that shower is. My self-discipline and fortitude are
essential. I will take my five minute shower. “No thanks! I had better
get under that water.”
The guards stop asking if I want to trade my shower for an extra
tray of nourishment. Days slither into weeks. As they deliver my food,
the guards start showing the two fingers in a backward peace sign.
We are participants in a war of attrition. Proudly, my head moves from
side to side, in resistance to their miniscule offers. I am now three
weeks into this nutrition-less, unbalanced weight-loss diet of no
choice, and things start to look up.
As the dusty food tray slides into my cage, I discover eggs and
potatoes are the daily offer. Immediately, I throw up the backwards
peace sign. I am gifted with two dusty, burnt orange breakfast trays.
This time, my stomach is the winner of this struggle for necessity.
Life is almost good.
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On Faking Straightness

		
		
Words by G. Thomas
		
Art by Laura Isabella

Let’s look around my bedroom, you and me. To our left, the
window. Maybe 3 by 5, but I’ve always been bad at estimating.
The glass is smudged with oily fingerprints. It hasn’t been
cleaned since I moved in last August. The downy, grayish
feather has held on for months now, remnants of a near-fatal
crash that left me stuck in a liminal state of minor devastation.
To our right, the bookshelf. Most of the notebooks are wavypaged from water spills. My water bottle always leaks. If you
look closely, you can see the crinkled plastic grocery bag full of
uncooked rice from when I spilled water all over my brand new
laptop. I’m saving it just in case of another clumsy incident (it’s
bound to happen). There are maybe 15 books on the top shelf,
but I’ve always been bad at estimating.
Turn around. Keep going. There, behind us. There is my bed.
Maybe 3 by 7, but I’ve always been bad at estimating. I haven’t
changed my sheets in a few weeks. There are crumbs from
when I was too exhausted to get up and make a meal in my
kitchen– maybe 15 steps away from my bedroom, but I’ve
always been bad at estimating. There is my bed. There is my
bed. There is the bed. Is it mine? There is the bed in which I did
things I didn’t want to do with another human being. I blamed
myself.
Look up. Look around you. There are maybe 25 photos and
posters plastered on my walls, but I’ve always been bad at
estimating. There is a glow-in-the-dark Saturn sticker clinging
to the ceiling. Don’t tell my RA. When I wake up in the middle
of the night feeling like a weight is on my chest and I’m trying
to breathe underwater, that is the first thing I see as my eyes
adjust and I try to forget the nightmare I just woke up from.
The sticker. It’s maybe 1 by 1.5 inches, but I’ve always been bad
at estimating.
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When I was 15 and I had my first real crush on a girl at my
school, I told myself I was 95% straight, but I’ve always been bad
at estimating. When I was 16 and I fell in love with one of my
close friends, I told myself maybe I was 85% straight, but I’ve
always been bad at estimating. When I was 17 and I graduated
high school and I still hadn’t felt anything intense towards a boy,
but I could imagine living forever with a girl I met once on the
bus, I told myself maybe I was 50% straight, but I’ve always been
bad at estimating. When I went off to college in the fall, I had no
idea what to expect. I was labelling my sexuality as fluid at the
time, though just like with all identifiers, nothing felt quite right
to me. I’ve always been bad at estimating.
A few months later, I found myself with a boy in my bed. Yes,
this bed. The one we’re sitting on. His breath was sickly sweet,
an alcoholic smell that lingered in my nose for days. As he went
down on me, I gripped his short hair and found myself thinking
of the girl with short hair I had seen around campus a few times
before. He was gentle and sweet. He was perfect. Why did I feel
nothing? As I fell asleep on his bare chest, I thought about the
girl whose chest I had fallen asleep on mere weeks earlier after
a drunken hookup in a hotel room. In that moment, I thought
maybe I was 95% gay, but I’ve always been bad at estimating. The
next day when I was sober again, I realized I could never feel
anything towards men nearly as intensely as my heart feels with
women.
It’s 2016 now. I’m starting to get a little bit better at estimating.
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MISDIAGNOSED,
Finally,
I understand
This demon? He isn’t real
Misdiagnosed,
This demon isn’t real
This mysterious, undeserved, chemical demon
Lurking in the dark, shaded depths of my brain
Controlling me, my every move
Finally, my doctors found him
Grabbed him
Strangled him
And dragged him out
Limp
Motionless
And covered in water
The same water I use everyday
To drown my stabilizing medicine
My demon-obliterating medicine
This demon
They claim he’s in me, but I don’t know him
Do they know him? Do you know him?
You claim you do
You claim he’s real
So you must know him
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They cornered me in the dark, shaded depths of my brain
With no escape, with no one to turn to other than my new ally
My new demon lurking there,
Waiting to hear me cry out for help
Waiting to become my shield from this deep, hidden pain
Manipulating me
Enticing me to trust him
And give him control over the chemicals in my brain
And so I did
The doctors told me to
You told me to
And so I did
So badly, you wanted him to be real
So badly, you wanted to be able to say that he is the reason behind
This sensitivity
This continuous pain
These emotional fits
You wanted to be able to blame his games,
The games he plays with the chemicals in my brain,
For this torturous chokehold, this whirlwind of emotions
But this demon,
Now I see he is a product of your shame
A made-up, comforting distraction from the truth
Shielding me and allowing you to escape

The doctors
They say my brain created him
My brain, as if it is separate from me
My brain
My emotionally fucked up, disabled, and crippled brain
As it was spiraling out of control, it was desperate for a fix
A quick fix to stop it from unraveling before breaking altogether
So I created him, my demon, as an ally to help me survive
And desperate, my brain—my deep, deep, subconscious brain
Weak and in need of help, trusted him and handed him
The chemicals that control my emotions and dictate my sanity
And asked him to balance them, to stabilize them

This demon,
The longer we let him live
The more your rational memory will be soaked in your poisonous
denial
Withering away

The doctors
They say it isn’t my fault
My ally,
They say it isn’t my fault I created him
I needed him
He betrayed me

Little do you know, I am stuck here with you
Soaking my rational memory in your poisonous denial
Pretending my ally, my demon is real
To help you cope with what you’ve done
When in reality, he’s a manifestation of your shame, your guilt
Shielding you from the truth, the truth that you did this to me

Genetics
Memories
Abuse
Trauma and loss
Trauma and loss
Trauma and loss
These things,

My problems? No, he didn’t cause them
Of course he didn’t cause them
Misdiagnosed, he’s not real

Withering away
Withering away
Withering away
Withering away

Until it’s no longer there at all
And you are left with no memories,
Only scars, wounds, and emotional confusion

He’s a shield, implanted by you and confirmed by the doctors
Standing between my conscious and unconscious brains
Convincing me I have an undeserved,

HE'S NOT REAL
Uncontrollable chemical imbalance
Causing the chaos and the havoc I experience on a day-to-day
basis
When really, he is a manifestation of you
Preventing me from seeing my childhood
For what my childhood really was
My childhood memories
Painful
Scary
Sad, sorrowful
Unapproachable
Uncomfortable
Guilt-inducing
Shameful
These memories, these torturous childhood memories
These are my real demons
There are hundreds of them running around
Playing destructive games in the depths of my subconscious
Beyond the shield my doctor-confirmed demon created
To protect me from the truth you want to protect yourself from
The truth that these memories, these are my real demons
Planted, grown, and nurtured by you
By your abuse
All of it,
All of your abuse
Your words
Your actions
They haunt me
Your abuse, your abuse haunts me
Grab
Dig
Pull
Pinch
Pinch
Another pinch
Escaping
Running
Chasing, screaming, yelling
Stop
Stop
Please stop
Me
Fearful
Young
Confused
Running, hiding
I remember
Of course I do
How could I not?

How could you not?
These memories
These are my real demons
Haunting me
				Tears
				Tears
				Tears
Flooding my eyeballs
Pouring down
Anxiety
Anxiety
Anxiety
Crawling under my skin
Ripping holes
These memories?
They haunt me
Flashbacks
Nightmares
Emotions
Uncontrolled emotions
Everyday, they haunt me
Sharks
Sharks, coming for me
Ambulance
Sitting, patiently waiting
Puke
Couch, puking
Help
Help me
Telephone
Telephone
Throw it
Throw the telephone
These torturous childhood memories
These are my real demons
This doctor-confirmed demon is a faux,
Made-up misdiagnosis
It is a manifestation of you
Preventing me from seeing my childhood
And protecting you from the guilt of knowing that you
You did this to me

Art and poem
by Amber Erkan
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On the “Political Correctness Problem” and American AntiIntellectualism
By Augustine Beard
Fox News Correspondent Jesse Watters recently blessed the
University of Oregon with his presence this February when
he arrived on the corner of 13th and University Street to
interview members of our student body. His technique was
to catch interviewees off guard and fish out responses that
made them look unintelligent and politically illiterate. He
asked broad, loaded questions such as, “How is Bernie going
to make college free?” and “Isn’t being filthy rich the American
dream?” Through all his interviews, Watters demonstrated
that he has no intention of creating an authentic political
commentary. His cringe-inducing statements and questions
lack any substance and serve only as rhetorical masturbation
to reinforce preconceived perceptions of college liberals and
leftists.

fact that he didn’t even come to the University of Oregon to
interview students about Sanders. He came to interview about
the “removal” of Martin Luther King Jr.’s quote in the EMU. If
this sounds unfamiliar, that’s because it was never actually an
issue. Essentially, one student was quoted out of context saying
that it might be nice to have a quote that respects all forms
of diversity, rather than just racial. Conservative, reactionary
media completely inflated this with headlines such as “The

We should be calling anti-political correctness
what it really is: anti-intellectualism.
College Where Martin Luther King Is Problematic,” and
“MLK’s inspiring ‘I have a dream’ quote survives PC nightmare
at Oregon campus.” No one, even the misquoted student,
ever wanted the quote to be taken down and there never was
any debate about taking it down. The wall it was painted on
was temporarily removed because of construction, but when
the construction is finished, it will be back. Lazy, reactionary
journalists regurgitated a story that fit their archetypal overlypolitically correct student image without ever doing any
independent research.
Watters wasn’t about to let this story slide by and he certainly
wasn’t about to do any research to see if the story was
even true. He contacted the Radical Organizing Activist
Resource (ROAR) Center and the Student Insurgent to ask
for comments about the MLK quote. Obviously, none of us
had heard of it, and unfortunately, we didn’t respond in time.
That didn’t stop Mr. Watters who flew out to Eugene, slapped
on some foundation and eye shadow, and smugly tromped
around 13th and University Street asking innocuous questions
to passing students.

There is a reason he uses this tactic of selective interviews.
If you want to make a demographic look unintelligent or
misinformed, you do a survey. If you want legitimate and
informed political commentary from a demographic, you
ask legitimate and informed questions. Watters is incapable
of either so he takes the middle ground and for that reason,
his investigation completely lacks substance. Liberal news
comedians like John Stewart are successful because they
conduct real interviews and target politicians rather than
cherry picking quotes from random bystanders.
Demonstrating the incompetence of Watters even more is the
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The Watters incident isn’t an isolated one. The reason this
story went viral without having an ounce of validity is because
it fits perfectly into the overly politically correct college
student archetype that conservative (and liberal) media love so
much. Donald Trump proudly proclaims that he is politically
incorrect and Bill Maher has declared that we have a political
correctness problem in this country...but what exactly is the
problem?
Right-wing critics portray left-wing criticism of bigotry as an
attack on freedom of speech, the promotion of censorship,
or an effort to be “coddled” and safe from differing views
than their own. They will implicitly and explicitly claim that

there is a leftist conspiracy to destroy the First Amendment,
led by Black Lives Matter and other activist groups. The
more sensationalist groups will make brash comparisons to
Stalinism and the rise of Hitler calling political correctness the
“fog of fascism” descending over college campuses. There is a
distinct image in their archetype. The overly politically correct
activist is most often a college student, and most often a
woman. There is a strong correlation between straw feminism
and the field of women and gender studies. The criticism and
image of political correctness is vivid and prolific but built
like a pillar on sand with little evidence or validity to the
assertions, as demonstrated with the events at the University of
Oregon.
I will concede that liberals can and have gone too far. There are
stories of students petitioning to defund school newspapers
or fire administrators for expressing dissenting, moderately
conservative views. However, considering that the story
about the MLK quote here at the University of Oregon was
completely fabricated and reproduced a dozen times, all of
these must be read with extreme skepticism. Even if these
stories are taken to be true, the “overly PC” tirades often fizzle
and die before any real action. It is only when there is real,
toxic racism and oppression that direct action is effective such
as in Mizzou this past fall.

The political Right aren’t brave defenders of

staff of Student Insurgent to be expelled from the University
of Oregon over controversial images of Jesus depicted with
an erection. He also called for President Frohnmayer to be
fired for allowing the images to be published. Where was the
anti-PC brigade during this obvious attack on free speech?
Despite being clear examples of censorship on the ground of
ideological disagreement on college campuses, none of these
stories caught the attention of political correctness critics.
Clearly the agenda is not anti-censorship or anti-tyranny.
We should be calling anti-political correctness what it really
is: anti-intellectualism. Members of the political right aren’t
brave defenders of dissent and free speech, they’re sore losers.
They’re upset that educated people and intellectual circles
don’t take their ideas seriously anymore. They’re resentful that
university students and professors scrutinize and criticize what
they believe to be common sense. At its base, this is a trend
of anti-intellectual hostility in right-wing politics. Educated
people no longer entertain their crude prejudices and
backwards beliefs about society, so people on the right believe
they must be silenced. If they were really concerned about the
right to dissent and freedom of speech, they’d welcome the
criticism aimed at them. This is their supposed “marketplace
of ideas” in action: everyone having a big discussion, critically
scrutinizing each other’s ideas and hashing out the truth. But
that’s for the higher-ups, isn’t it? That’s what pointy-headed
“intellectuals” at universities do all day. They’d rather you
thoughtlessly endorse the edicts of traditional authority: the
father, the army, the church, the corporation, the policeman.

dissent and free speech—they’re sore losers.

It’s certain that the anti-PC movement isn’t about preserving
free speech or being anti-censorship. If so, then why would
the media that focuses on it leave out so many legitimate
cases of censorship and oppression of dissenting voices?
Take Dr. Larycia Hawkins at Wheaton College who was
put on administrative leave this winter. On January 5, the
administration released a public notice of termination
because of Hawkins’s statement that Muslims and Christians
worship the same god. They explained, “We affirm that
salvation is through Christ alone.” Consider the seventeen
thousand dollar cut to University of South Carolina’s budget
in 2014. This happened to be the exact amount needed for the
required reading program and occurred after the program
suggested a book of collected stories about LBGTQ people.
South Carolina Senator Mike Fair who advocated for this cut
explained: “It’s just not normal and... then you glorify, or it
seems to me, that the promotion at USC is a glorification of
same sex orientation.” In 2014, at the University of Toledo,
police blocked a group of students from peacefully protesting
the American Republican political consultant Karl Rove. The
state of New York even passed restrictions on student groups
protesting against Israel’s treatment of Palestinians.

P.S. Jesse, are you a shitty comedian
masquerading as a journalist, or a shitty journalist,
masquerading as a comedian?

Furthermore, consider in 2008 when Bill O’Reilly called for the
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What Story Would
His Body Camera Tell?

So maybe my circumstances turned out to be a little
different because of today’s racial stereotypes. I’ve
gotten off pretty easy in my past interactions with law
enforcement. I can name more than a few times when I
was caught doing something stupid and illegal and was
let off with only a warning. Maybe the thought process
The police waited at the storage unit my partner and “he is a good Asian kid” rather than “he is black and
I had stashed all the stolen items at. Over the course dangerous, proceed with extreme caution” played a
of a few weeks, we had accumulated close to 30 major role in how the events turned out that day.
rifles, shotguns, handguns, and boxes of ammunition.
The police rightly considered us to be “armed and I didn’t get beaten up, roughed up, slapped around,
dangerous.” They needed to act quickly in order to shocked with a taser, shot at, pepper sprayed, or
protect the public from disaster. At about 4:00pm, our physically hurt in any way. You don’t hear too much
black SUV pulled past the entrance gates of the storage about cases like mine where the police took a criminal
unit into the hands of the local police task force.
off the streets in a respectful and professional way.
In 2013, I was wanted in connection to a string of
burglaries. I hadn’t even thought about whether the
police were looking for me. My only focus was to
make some easy cash to feed my drug addictions.
Little did I know how deep of a hole I was digging.

Racially-charged police violence and tension has been
flooding the news for the past few years. Of course,
the horrible truth of hatred and racial prejudice in our
cities is sad and disappointing. Since many police
departments started requiring the use of body cameras
and people are now able to post their own encounters
with officers on social media, our communities
are starting to hold corrupt and violent officers
accountable. Every word, movement, and action is
being scrutinized and judged for discrepancies in the
operating procedures. Hopefully, this new technology
will help both officers and suspects think twice before
they act. This is a great first step toward reexamining
the power structure between the police and the public.
Even in the Florida prison system there are murmurs
of correctional officers using body cameras as well.
What if the officers wore body cameras at the time of
my arrest? What kind of story could be made from my
interaction?
The video wouldn’t have made it to the 5 o’clock news,
that’s for sure. There was no violence, no racial slurs,
and the use of force was minimal. Granted, I’m not an
African-American man. I’m a Korean-American man
with obvious Asian ancestry.
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From the outside, the nature of the crimes, the evidence
collected, and all the weapons found (in my possession
and in storage) might seem to warrant the officers using
physical force to arrest me. Considering everything I
had lined up against me, I was treated with dignity and
respect.
So, I can’t scream about injustice. I can’t point fingers
toward brutal police. I can’t complain about having
experienced pain and suffering at the hands of racist
officers. The only wounds I have left to lick are the
ones I’ve inflicted upon myself. The blame is mine
alone. I can only hope that the officers who arrested
me will do the same for everyone they come in contact
with, suspect or civilian. I’m very grateful that my
city has individuals like the officers that arrested me
that are working for the safety and protection of the
community, all races considered.
With no one to blame but myself, I have no choice
but to take personal inventory of my life and review
the choices that ultimately led me here today. I thank
God everyday that I don’t have a life sentence, and that
when my time is served, I may walk out these gates
a free man. Had those officers done to me what you
see on the news, I might try and use that as an excuse
to shift the blame to the officers for what they did
wrong to me, instead of looking at what I did wrong to
everyone else, including myself.

Illumination
by Jeremy Brown
1. For we are sovereign entities, for we can see, see past the
Illusions of this Fake Reality. Ask yourself what is your Motive or Motivation. I seek Illumination. For we are all given
life, yet we all die, so do not cry. Evolution, Creation, Transfiguration, Reincarnation. Infinite Universe, Infinite Responsibilities. Use your skills, gifts, and abilities. Liberation from
the Material Reality.
2. For I am free, and I know it’s real, for my third eye can see
past, present, future, reality, and me. Can you feel the spiritual energy? It’s a war with desire. A war against the mind.
They say you shall seek and you will find, so don’t waste your
time.
3. For I am free, for I am who I am, and whoever I shall be,
I shall be. Liberation from the material duality, or action, of
being, I seek unity, unification with the supreme, supreme
being. Supreme seer of all things to be seen.
4. Don’t you, don’t you, don’t you feel... Don’t you feel anything. Feel the emotion, emotion. Divine electric spirit soul
energy, flowing through my bloodstream, adrenaline, dopamine, DMT, oh don’t you, don’t you see.
5. For I am free, oh baby can’t you see, see the transformation, evolution, divine energy. Positive thinking will let your
mind soar high and free. Soul energy, it’s like a beacon of
light, through the darkness, penetrating through my consciousness. For I am free and I know it’s real, or I can see, I
can see all things.

Insatiable
Anthony Billings
Give me just one, and I will want two
If you gave me a couple, then I would want a few
If I had a bunch, I would only want more
Yet if I had it all I would only be bored

6. For everything, everything is peace and love. This is the
strongest energy. To stop the wars, to stop the degradation of
our society. For freedom is a beautiful thing. Oh come and
let us sing.
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Inside Climate Justice
League’s Fight to...

On February 16, 2016, Climate Justice League led the fight to urge the UO Foundation to stop
investing in fossil fuel companies with a rally at Johnson Hall. The rally was followed by a march to
the Ford Alumni Center, where the UO Foundation is housed, and back. They continued the protest
with a multi-week Johnson Hall sit-in outside of President Michael Schill’s office.

“We know that burning fossil fuels has created a number
of problems for the climate and the health of the planet.
We know it’s bad, but it’s cheap, so we continue to burn
them. The mission of the Divest campaign is to urge the
people in power to divest from the cheap, dirty energy
they know is poisonous and to start investing in a cleaner
and healthier future. Isn’t it time that the future generation
sets some standards for the future we want to see? I think
divestment is the first step in the right direction!”
- Haley Faringer (above), member of CJL
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“At the sit-in, President Schill spoke with us for some time.
I’d like to express how frustrating it is personally when
he tells us he has no power in this situation. His role at
this university and opinion can sway how the Board of
Trustees decides to vote. I believe that support from him
to divest in fossil fuels would put more pressure on the
Foundation. Just because someone does not have voting
power, does not mean their voice can’t be heard or make
a difference. Also, we don’t need your gift baskets, we
need divestment.”
- Nicole Hendrix, member of CJL
-- Haley Faringer (above), member of CJL

In the words of author and activist Naomi Klein,

There is one other factor here and I promised I’d get there: divestment. This is just
one more star aligning for transformation. In addition to the court pressure, the street
pressure, and the price pressure is the pressure in the stock market right now
because the fossil fuel divestment movement is spreading so quickly. There are over
Naomi Klein,
author of bestseller 500 institutions with assets worth 3.4 trillion dollars that have committed to
divest including universities, cities, towns, and foundations. Now I attended
This Changes
today’s University of Oregon rally to divest—very lively—then there was a sit-in. I
Everything:
missed the sit-in, but I hear it was good. They’re putting pressure directly on the
Capitalism vs. the University, including our esteemed president in the front row and the University of
Climate, spoke in Oregon Foundation which manages the money with very, very little transparency.

the EMU Ballroom
the night of the
Climate Justice
League Divest rally
and sit-in and
called out the
University for not
divesting. Missed
it? Read part of her
transcribed speech
here.

When I think of Eugene I think of the incredible environmental leadership that has
come out of this city, the laws that began here and have been exported around the
world, and the way it’s been held up as a model in so many ways. I think about the
incredible academic research that has been going on at this university and of people
like professors Kari Norgaard and John Foster. I would like to challenge the
administration to live up to that incredible reputation because we are in a
moment where the Rockefeller family and Prince Charles [have caught on]...do you
really want to be out-radicalled by Prince Charles in Eugene? This is not a good look.
So this is all moving, it’s moving on all of these fronts at once but it’s not a substitute
for policy. We need policy on the national level, the international level, and the local
level and this is starting to happen because of this pressure. There is this transition
happening from protest to policy. It began with the fracking bans, which have been
grassroots movements that eventually translated into state-wide bans like in New
York, country-wide bans like in France and Germany, and now we are starting to see
the same thing for coal. President Obama announced that he’s issuing a freeze on
any new coal leases on federal land which is a huge victory. It is a good start, but we
need more: we need no new fossil fuel leases of any kind on federal land.
We also need—and this is where local governments can act—no new fossil fuel
infrastructure, right? This was recently embraced by the mayor of Portland and this
would mean no new fossil fuel infrastructure including storage or export facilities. This
is being called the Thin Green Line and we need policies like it in every city. Your
mayor Kitty Percy agrees, which is why she joined dozens of west coast mayors and
elected officials in endorsing the Portland resolution and seeking to apply it.

Interested in getting involved in the fight?
Email climatejusticeleague@gmail.com
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Student Groups

Prisoner Resources

Student Insurgent
Meetings Tuesdays @ 8pm in EMU South,
ROAR Center

The Innocence Project
Legal help for innocent, DNA evidence cases
only. Response in 2-3 weeks!
100 5th Ave 3rd floor, NY 10011

ROAR Center
Check OrgSync website for meeting times
Sexual Wellness Advocacy Team
swat@uoregon.edu or apply swat.uoregon.edu
Students for Choice
s4choice@uoregon.edu
Women’s Center
EMU South
womenctr@uoregon.edu
Native American Student Union
Many Nations Long House
Climate Justice League
climatejusticeleague@gmail.com
Black Student Union
SLAP! Student Labor Action Project
Meetings Mondays @ 6pm in EMU South,
ROAR Center
uoslap@gmail.com
Food Not Bombs
Food at the Lorax on Fridays at noon!
The Cooperative Association
Come to dinner anytime at The Campbell Club
or the Lorax and meet some rad folks

SAFE RIDE
541 386 7433
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Books sold by mail!
100 page catalogue available.
Edward R. Hamilton PO Box 15
Falls Village, CT 06031-0015
Blick Art Supplies
Free 400 page catalogue!
PO Box 1769
Galesburg, IL 61402-1769
Nasco Arts and Crafts
Free catalogue for mail orders!
PO Box 901
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
Pen Pal Connection
Provides penpal servcies, books and gifts
Write to SASE for more info!
PO Box 1352
Elgin, SC 29045
Prisoner Art Inc.
Sells prisoner arts and crafts online for you!
PO Box 69586
Seattle, WA 98168-9586
Access Catalogue Co.
Catalogue of products for prisoners, electronics, MP3 players, shoes, headphones, etc.
10880 Linn Page Place
St. Louis, MO 63132

Allied Students for Another Politics (ASAP)
-anti-authoritarian student group seeking to end all
forms of oppression. Oregon State
University, in Corvallis, OR.
-Facebook: Allied Students for Another Politics
-email: asap-insider-email@lists.riseup.net
Food Not Bombs (Eugene)
-Eugene chapter of the loosely affiliated international
network of collectives providing free vegan meals to
any who want them
-phone: 530-521-4991
-email: eugenefoodnotbombs@gmail.com
-meets 2:00 PM Fridays at Park Blocks - 8th & West
Street, Eugene, OR 97401
-More chapters across Oregon, the US, and the world,
foodnotbombs.net
Rose City Antifa
-anti-fascist network based out of Portland, Oregon
-voicemail: 971-533-7832
-email: fight_them_back@riseup.net

ROAR Center
-Radical Organizing and Activist Resource Center
-Home to student groups at the University of Oregon.
such as Student Labor Action Project, the Student
Insurgent, and Climate Justice League
-Contains a well-stocked lending library of
newspapers, books, pamphlets, and publications
such as Crimethinc’s glossy Rolling Thunder and
the prestigious Jacobin magazine, as well as titles by
Noam Chomsky and so much more. Free for all UO
students to use.
-EMU South at Mac Court
Anarchist Black Cross (Eugene)
-Eugene, Oregon chapter of the more than a centuryold network of anti-prison activists.
-email: socialunlimited@gmail.com
-mail: Eugene ABC c/o Student Insurgent
ROAR Center
1228 East University Street
Eugene, OR 97403

Earth First! Journal
Available at earthfirstjournal.org

Jacobin
magazine
available at
jacobinmag.com
Rolling Thunder by the
CrimethInc. Ex-Worker Collective
Available at crimethinc.com/rt
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CALLComing
FOR SUBMISSIONS:
Spring 2016: 	

THE
ISSUE
TheDOOM
Doom Issue
ARE YOU
WORRIED tABOUT
THE
EFFECTS
OFcTHE
ANTHOPOCENE
AND
What	
  
is	
  happening	
  
o	
  our	
  M
other	
  
Earth,	
  
ollege	
  
campuses,	
  unions,	
  
PROLIFERATION OF FOSSIL FUELS ON THE BIODIVERSITY OF OUR PLANET
elementary	
  
schools,	
  TO
democracy,	
  
non-‐GMO	
  
military,	
  
endangered	
  
AND ITS ABILITY
SUSTAIN LIFE?
DO YOUfoods,	
  
THINKthe	
  
THAT
THE DIALECTIC
CONTRADICTIONS OF LATE-STAGE
CAPITALISM
WILL LEAD TO ITS INEVITABLE
species,	
  or	
  
“real	
  music”???	
  
DEMISE? ARE YOU AFRAID THAT LARGE-SCALE AUTOMATION OF INDUSTRY WILL
Why	
  
are	
  
American	
  prisoners	
  
doomed	
  
to	
  cyclical	
  
LEAD TO
MASS
UNEMPLOYMENT
AND CAUSE
HUNDREDS
OFincarceraKon?	
  
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE
TO
BECOME
EXPENDABLE
SURPLUS
POPULATION?
DO
YOU
BELIEVE LIZARD
What	
  is	
  the	
  fate	
  of	
  any	
  spider	
  that	
  enters	
  your	
  bedroom?	
  
PEOPLE ARE RUNNING THE GOVERNMENT? NOW’S YOUR CHANCE TO TELL US
	
  
WHY WE’RE DOOOOOOOOOOOOMED
(OR WHY WE’RE NOT).

DOOM!	
  

Send	
  us	
  ART,	
  POETRY,	
  FICTION,	
  ESSAYS,	
  and	
  LOVE	
  

FOR ALL YOU IDEALISTIC FLOWER CHILDREN, FEEL FREE TO SUBMIT TO OUR
	
  
“RISING FROM THE ASHES” SECTION, DEVOTED
TO MORE OPTIMISTIC VIEWS.

~The	
  Student	
  Insurgent~	
  

SEND IN YOU POETRY, PROSE, ESSAYS, AND ART WITH DEVASTATION, COLLAPSE,
	
   SUBMISSION BY MAIL, EMAIL, AND
AND DESTRUCTION IN MIND. WE TAKE
CARRIER 	
  PIDGEON.
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